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Support Schemes for the Vulnerable 

Dear Father,
 
 Apologies for sending out more information but we have received a number of requests for guidance on
this issue.
 
For understandable and commendable reasons many parishes have explored the possibility of
establishing support mechanisms for those in the community who are vulnerable in the current situation,
both within and beyond the parish congregation. It is essential for all concerned that such schemes
operate with appropriate health and safety, safeguarding and financial integrity frameworks.  This is to
protect both the volunteers and those receiving the service.  It is particularly important that such schemes
do not cut across the government restrictions on travel.
 
Again, I have consulted the Archbishop and our very clear guidance to parishes is that any welfare or
assistance scheme should not be established by the parishes or in conjunction with the parishes but,
rather, people who wish to volunteer should be encouraged to do so through the publicly established
schemes in each local authority area as outlined in the list below.  Volunteers should not be working in any
role on behalf of the church, or in a church related activity, during this period.  The exception is volunteer
hospital chaplains who can continue to work so long as this is authorised by the relevant hospital and is
in full compliance with their health and safety guidance. This will ensure all are working in line with
government directions and within the appropriate safety frameworks.
 
These are links we have been able to find to the currently advertised volunteer schemes:

Liverpool - https://liverpool.gov.uk/communities-and-safety/emergency-
planning/coronavirus/coronavirus-volunteer-to-help/
Knowsley - https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/community-hub
Sefton - https://www.sefton.gov.uk/miscellaneous-pages/volunteering-during-covid-19.aspx
St Helens - https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/public-health-and-wellbeing/coronavirus/
Warrington - https://www.warrington.gov.uk/coronavirus-community-support
Halton - https://www.haltonsthelensvca.org.uk/
Wigan - https://www.wbcommunitypartnership.org/become-a-volunteer/
Lancashire - https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/jobs/volunteering/
Isle of Man - https://www.gov.im/categories/home-and-neighbourhood/volunteer/

 
We will identify other possibilities for people to contribute and update this list when we can.  It will also be
placed on the web site.
 
Yours sincerely
 
Martin Miller
Chief Operating Officer
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